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EDUCATION PhD Candidate in Department of Government September 2015 - Present
University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX

• Fields: International Relations and Methodology.
• Dissertation: “Intervention, War Expansion, and the International Sources of

Civil War.”
• Committee: Terrence Chapman, Michael Findley, Mark Lawrence, Patrick Mc-

Donald, Scott Wolford (chair).

PhD student at LBJ School of Public Affairs September 2013 - May 2015
University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX

Master of Arts in International Relations September 2008 - January 2010
Boston University, Boston, MA

Bachelor of Arts in Journalism August 2004 - June 2008
Oslo University College, Oslo, Norway

ADDITIONAL
TRAINING

Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models Summer 2018
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

WORKING
PAPERS

“Intervention, War Expansion, and the International Sources of Civil war.” under
review at the Journal of Politics

“International Competition and the Onset of Civil War.”

“Mutually Assured Vulnerability: An Ecological Approach to the Study of Coercion
and Power in Cyberspace.”

PUBLICATIONS
(NOT PEER-
REVIEWED)

“Competing academic approaches to cyber security.” In Conflict in Cyber Space,
edited by Karsten Friis and Jens Ringsmose. London: Routledge, 2016.

“Den Akademiske Debatten Om Cybersikkerhet.” Internasjonal Politikk 71, no. 2
(May 2013): 229-240.

“The Limits of Compulsory Cyber Power: Assessing Ecological Potential and Re-
straints in the Digital Domain.” Working paper. Norsk Utenrikspolitisk Institutt
(NUPI), June 2013.

CONFERENCE
PRESENTA-
TIONS

“International Competition and the Onset of Civil War.”
• International Studies Association’s annual meeting in Toronto, March 2019.
• Peace Science Society’s annual meeting in Austin, November 2018.
• American Political Science Association’s annual conference in Boston, Septem-

ber 2018.



• Texas Triangle IR Conference in College Station, February 2018.

“Intervention, War Expansion, and the International Sources of Civil war.”
• Peace Science’s annual meeting in Manhattan, November 2019.
• American Political Science Association’s annual conference (iPoster session) in

Washington, D.C., August 2019
• International Studies Association’s annual conference in San Francisco, April

2018.
• Texas Triangle IR Conference in Dallas, January 2017.

“Mutually Assured Vulnerability: An Ecological Approach to the Study of Coer-
cion and Power in Cyberspace,” presented at the International Studies Association’s
annual conference in Baltimore, February 2017.

“Preying on the Weak and Free: Why Third-Party Interventions in Civil Wars Go
Unpunished,” presented at the International Studies Association’s annual conference
in Atlanta, March 2016.

“Distance Makes the Heart Grow Fonder: Why States Choose to Intervene in Civil
Wars,” presented at the International Studies Association’s annual conference in At-
lanta, March 2016.

“War in limbo: Thresholds for escalation in third-party conflicts,” presented at the
International Studies Association’s annual conference in New Orleans, February 2015.

“Conflict in a Privatized Domain: Assessing Situational Awareness and Decision-
Making in Cyberspace,” presented at the International Studies Association’s annual
conference in Toronto, March 2014.

GRANTS AND
HONORS

Peace Science Society’s Graduate Student Travel Grant ($200) Fall 2019

UT Austin’s University Graduate Continuing Fellowship ($30,000) 2019/2020

Clements Center Grant for research assistants ($4,723) Summer/Fall 2019

Dep. of Government funding for research assistants ($5,000) Spring 2019

Bruton Fellowship ($1,500) 2018/2019

Nominated for University Graduate Continuing Fellowship 2018/2019

Department of Government Continuing Fellowship ($20,000) 2018/2019

Macdonald Fellowship ($5,000) 2018/2019

Dep. of Government Summer Research Fellowship ($5,000) Summer 2018

Macdonald Fellowship ($5,000) 2017/2018

American-Scandinavian Foundation’s Fellowship ($5,000) 2017/2018

Macdonald Fellowship ($5,000) 2016/2017

Dep. of Government Summer Pre-Dissertation Fellowship ($2,500) Summer 2016



Macdonald Fellowship ($5,000) 2015/2016

Clements Center Research Grants (total $5,765) 2014-2018

LBJ School Graduate Fellowship ($19,500) September 2013 - May 2014

Clements Center Graduate Fellow September 2013 - Present

EXPERIENCE Research Assistant June 2019 - July 2019
University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX

• Assisted Prof. Scott Wolford with research on post-war settlements.
• Researched various conflicts in East Asia in the 19th and 20th century.

Assistant Instructor (instructor of record) 2017/2018
University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX

• Two-course sequence on social science research.
• Lectured on social science methods, mentored individual student projects on

wide range of topics, and led team of students for coding project.
• Two students accepted to MPSA undergraduate poster session.
• Course evaluations:

– Spring: 4.3/5 for instructor; 4.4/5 for course.
– Fall: 4.3/5 for instructor; 4.2/5 for course.

Teaching Assistant September 2015 - July 2017
University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX

• Politics of New Democracies with Prof. Goodnow.
• Causes of War with Prof. Scott Wolford.

– Guest-lectured on the Chinese Civil War and how civil wars end.

• Texas Political History with Prof. James Enelow.
• American Government with Prof. David Leal.

– Guest-lectured on the American presidency, economic policy, and foreign
and defense policy.

• Global Governance with Prof. Terrence Chapman.

Research Assistant September 2014 - May 2015
Robert S. Strauss Center, Austin, TX

• Assisted Prof. Eugene Gholz with research on trade, conflict, and oil.
• Assisted other Strauss scholars with various research tasks.

Junior Research Fellow/Research Assistant March 2011 - July 2013
Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI), Oslo, Norway

• Lead analyst on NUPIs contribution to the cyberspace part of MNE7, a multi-
national military concept development project.

• Part of MNE7 team that developed and conducted a limited objective exper-
iment to assess situational awareness and information sharing during a cyber
security crisis.

• Conducted theoretical studies on the strategic utility of cyberspace with a par-
ticular focus on coercion.

Research Intern January 2010 - December 2010
Cato Institute, Hudson Institute, Stimson Center, Washington, D.C.



• Provided research and analysis on various initiatives and projects.
• Contributed analysis on weapons programs and defense spending for the Bipar-

tisan Policy Center’s Debt Reduction Task Force and the Sustainable Defense
Task Force.

Journalist April 2005 - August 2008
VG Nett, Nettavisen, Dagens Næringsliv, Oslo, Norway

• Reporter covering various issues, including crime, politics, and business.

SERVICE Journal reviewer: International Studies Quarterly, International Interactions

Mentorship: Mentor to McNair Scholar, Fall 2014

SKILLS Computer skills: Proficient working in Stata, Mathematica, LATEX, MS Word, MS
Excel. Basic knowledge of R.

Methods training: Econometrics, formal modeling, causal inference, and archival
research.

Language: Native language is Norwegian. Fluent in English, Swedish, and Danish.
Basic knowledge of French.

REFERENCES
Professor Scott Wolford (advisor)
Department of Government
University of Texas at Austin
158 West 21st.
A1800
Austin TX 78712
512-232-7210
swolford@austin.utexas.edu

Associate Professor Terrence Chapman
Department of Government
University of Texas at Austin
158 West 21st.
A1800
Austin TX 78712
512-232-7221
t.chapman@austin.utexas.edu

Professor Michael Findley
Department of Government
University of Texas at Austin
158 West 21st.
A1800
Austin TX 78712
512-232-7208
mikefindley@utexas.edu

Associate Professor Patrick McDonald
Department of Government
University of Texas at Austin
158 West 21st.
A1800
Austin TX 78712
512-232-1747
pjmcdonald@austin.utexas.edu

Associate Professor Mark Lawrence
Department of History
University of Texas at Austin
128 Inner Campus Drive
B7000
Austin, TX 78712
512-475-9304
malawrence@austin.utexas.edu

WORK
ELIGIBILITY

Norwegian citizen. U.S. permanent resident.


